

Uncle Allan and Cheryl transcript

- We are Allan and Cheryl. We have been foster carers for approximately 30 years. We wouldn't change it for anything.

- Even some of the Aboriginal kids don't know where they came from. And that's a big thing, like, to know where you came from to set your course of where you're going.

- I think it's important for Aboriginal children to stay as close as possible to family. We have fostered many Aboriginal children and done that journey with them. We have always told them who is who, who is Aunty, who is Uncle, who is Nan, who is Pop.

- It's about the feeling that you get from being your culture, that's yours, you know like it's your culture. A lot of people without their culture haven't got a real identity.

- Allan and I have been lucky to still remain in good contact with a lot of the kids from the past, they're in their 20s and 30s now. We're proud of all the things they've achieved.

- Even the short-term children, those children that come into my care, they become my family. Well, I'm really glad that we did become foster carers because it was a life experience for us too, and all I really did love all the things that came through what we've been doing.

- I wouldn't change our years of fostering. We definitely do need more foster carers to come on board. It would be lovely to have carers take up the challenge. Kids need you, they need a safe place, they need a bit of love in their life.

- Any Aboriginal person get into the fostering because there is a need and our Aboriginal children they need to have their culture. The slightest bit of culture will put these young people to the truth. We care. Every life matters. We all matter.
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