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Recognise and enable transformational 
change in the system

• Commit to genuine co-design processes that 
implement Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 

solutions

• Enable the right to self-determination

• Elevate Indigenous voice, leadership and 
governance 

Re-orient Government mechanisms

• Acknowledge and address systemic racism

• Strengthen data collection to measure changes in 
First Nations’ children’s lives

• Improve cultural safety and competency

• Improve shared responsibility and accountability 

• More equitable funding and procurement processes

Sustainably develop the community-
controlled sector

• Strengthen the capacity and capability of ACCOs

• Scale effective and innovative place-based responses
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Whole-of-system commitment

• Whole-of-system awareness and commitment to the 
Our Way strategy

• Understand the socioeconomic structural drivers to 
over-representation 

• Focus on early intervention and prevention
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All families enjoy access to 
quality, culturally safe universal 

and targeted services for 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait 

Islander children to thrive

Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander peoples and 

organisations participate in and 
have control over decisions that 

affect their children

Law, policy and practice in child 
and family welfare are culturally 
safe and responsive

Governments and community 
services are accountable to 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander peoples

Children and young 
people

THE OUR WAY 
SYSTEM
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The four areas of focus and enabling activities within each represent the roots to the Our Way system. Actions and changes must be collectively undertaken by 
stakeholders to provide a strong foundation for the Our Way system to thrive. If this can be achieved, the four outcomes will be achieved and enable children and 

young people to grow up safe and cared for in family, community and culture. 

Future areas 
of focus

Outcomes1

1The outcomes represent the Family Matters Building Blocks that are included in Our Way

Objectives of the Our Way strategy: Eliminate the disproportionate representation of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander children in the child protection system and close the gap in 
life outcomes by 2037


